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Women’ 5 Ot 


We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men and women are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights govern- 
ments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed 


N JULY 19 and 20, 1848, nearly 100 years 

ago, a group of women, headed by Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, assem- 
bled in Seneca Falls, New York, in the First 
Woman’s Rights Convention in the world and 
issued WOMEN’S DECLARATION OF INDE- 
PENDENCE, 


TODAY WE REDEDICATE ourselves to 


that Women’s Declaration, recognizing that free 
democratic government must necessarily include 
women or fail to live up to its high ideals. 


WE REAFFIRM our belief in the principles 
of democratic government and call upon women 
to assume their full share and responsibility in 


building ang preserving free government. 
WE BELIEVE that it is the duty of women 


today to see that all legal discriminations against 
them are removed from our statutes and to 


demand a constitutional guarantee of complete 


citizenship—equal rights with men under the 3 


law. 
WE BELIEVE that this can 


CENTRAL se RECORD 


most effectively and promptly by the EQUAL 


RIGHTS AMENDMENT which reads: 


Men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction. 


Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT is a 


general statement of a basic principle of free 


government, completely in line with the require- 
ments of a democracy which should give to all of 
its citizens equal civil, political, and economic 
rights. Its adoption will strengthen democracy. 


is the senior senator of Delaware, a 
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We shall celebrate Seneca Falls Day this year with a reception in the garden of Alva Belmont 
House, from 5 to 7. The quests of honor will be Senator and Mrs. James H. Hughes. Senator Hughes 
Democrat and a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

reported e to the Senate by a vote of 9-3. 
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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
OBJECT 


Bights to the tion, and the adherence of the U 
States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman’s Party also the 
Proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League Nations. 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art. 1—Men-and women shall have Equal throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


Art. shall have to enforce this article ä 
2—Congress hi power 


Introduced 
Senate—By Senator Guy M. Gillette (Iowa), and Senators W. J. 
— 6, 1941, (Senate Joint Reso No. 8). 


House—By Representative Louis Ludlow (Ind.), Jan. 8, 1941, 
House Joint Resolution No. 2). 


By Representative U. 8. (Kans.), Jan. 8, 1941, 
(House Joint Resolution No. 16). 


Representative Bartel J. Jonkman, Jan. 8, 1941, (House 
7 Joint Resolution No, 98). ‘ 


Present Status 
Senate—On the Calendar of the Sen No. 1868. 
House—Before Committee of the Judi 3 


WORLD WOMAN’S PARTY FOR EQUAL RIGHTS 
ALICE PAUL, Chairman 
EXCERPT FROM CONSTITUTION: 
Object: The object me this 


National Education Association | 
Endorses Equal Legal Status 


We are happy to announce that news just received 
from Mrs. Lucy Rice Winkler, of California, states 
that: “The National Education Association advocates 
as a logical extension of the principles of democracy 
that men and women shall have equal legal status 
throughout the United States and every place subject 


to its jurisdiction.” 


The Equal Rights Amendment 


Many well-meaning persons have opposed the Equal 
Rights Amendment on the ground that it would deprive 
women of special statutory protection in industry. In 
recent years, however, legislation has extended to men 
wage-earners most of the advantages earlier granted 
exclusively to women. Hence no substantial objection of 
@ practical character remains for treating the two groups 
of workers differently, whereas the principles of democ- 

racy require that they should be treated alike. For these, 
as well as for other reasons, I favor the proposed 
Amendment. | 


ARTHUR MEIER SCHLESINGER 
Professor of American History, Harvard University, and 
President of the American Historical Association. 


Status Of The Amendment In 

The House Judiciary Committee 

What do you think ? 


N A letter to the California State Chairman, Con- 

gressman Harry Englebright, representing the Sec- 

ond District of the State, and serving as Republican 
Whip, wrote under date of June 10, 1942: 


“As you know, I am wholeheartedly sup- 
rting the Equal Rights Amendment, and 
ope it will be reported out by the Judiciary 
8 so that I can support the same on 
e floor.“ 


It is not necessary to remind members of the N. W. P. 
that the Amendment to which the Congressman refers 
has been held in the House Judiciary Committee since 
August, 1941, when the s ittee recommended 
that it be favorably reported to the House. 3 

Why has the full Judiciary Committee failed to 


port? Only the Committee can answer, but members of 


the Party can THINK. To assist their thoughts we 
rint the following letters, copies of which have just 
n sent us by women who are advocates of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, but who are not members of the 
National Woman’s Party. 


| Los Angeles, Cal., June 20, 1942. 
HONORABLE HATTON SUMNERS, 
Chairman, House Judiciary Committee, 
U. S. House of Representatives, 


Dear Sir: 


In accordance with your suggestion, I shall write to Mrs. 
Wiley to secure your views on the Equal Rights Amendment, 
although I neither know Mrs. Wiley nor belong to the N ational 
Woman’s Party. You see, there are a great many womens 
organizations besides the National Woman’s Party, throughout 
the country who 4 interested in securing full citizenship and 
the protection of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights for 
themselves and their daughters. | 

You say you are opposed to the Equal Rights Amendment 
because you don’t believe in further governmental restrictions. 
Of course, you know that neither do we believe in more restric 
tions, and it’s just these same restrictions that we are trying 
to remove. There are over a thousand of these “restrictions 
of which you speak applying to women alone, which would have 
to be abrogated if an Equal Rights Amendment were 0 
Moreover, you say you do not approve of Federal Legislation 
when State Legislation can accomplish the same purpose. 
course, Mr. Sumners, State Legislation could never possibly 
accomplish what we ask. No state has the power to grant 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Eastern Regional Conference 


“E’en now the silk is tugging at the staff; 
Take up the song, forget the epitaph.” 


T WAS in the spirit of those immortal words, that 

the Eastern Regional Conference met at the Cla- 
ridge Hotel, Atlantic City, June 5, 6 and 7. It was the 
first Conference called since the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee reported the Equal Rights Amendment favor- 
ably 9-3 on May IIth. At the conference, states were 
represented whose senators and congressmen had 
voted and worked for the Amendment. From’ New 
Jersey, Senator Smathers and Congressman Vreeland 
supported this great cause as if it had been their own 
as indeed it was; from Delaware, Senator r e 
assumed the grave responsibilities of leading the move- 
ment in the Senate Judiciary where his wisdom and 
his labors had resulted in the favorable report men- 
tioned above; from Pennsylvania, where Congressman 
Francis E. Walter had accepted in the House Judiciary 
a similar responsibility to that of Senator Hughes and 
had gained a favorable report by the sub- committee of 
which he is the chairman. The women who gathered 
at Atlantic City were the constituents of these men 
and had worked closely with them for the progress of 
the Amendment. The air was electric with hope and 
courage and determination. 

As an observer of the conference I wished I might 
have stopped every officer and every speaker and de- 
manded a verbatim report of every word. No worker 
for Equal Rights can afford to miss the letter and the 
spirit of those reports. 

Do you want to know how to raise money, write 
and ask Dorothy Granger; do you want to know how 
to win teachers and religious bodies, ask Arabel Clark; 
do you want a radio speaker who can put the Equal 
Rights Amendment across to an invisible audience, 
call on the Pennsylvania State Chairman, Eli 

The Mayor of Atlantic City was represented by Mrs. 
Anna D. Carey. Many delegates thought she was the 
Mayor and greeted her vociferously. The lawyers were 
represented by Miss Haffner; the physicians, by the 
President of the American Medical Women’s Assn., 
Inc., Dr. Emily Dunning Barringer; the Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs, by Ada Taylor; the Press, 
by Mildred Geare; the clergy, by Father Sullivan, Dr. 
Warren Way and Rabbi Joseph Narot; the universi- 
ties, by Muna Lee and Dr. Bagnee Lie. 


Resolutions were adopted urging the admission to 
the Medical Reserve of women physicians on the same 
terms as men, and demanding equality on all matters 
for women teachers; opposing the Mandatory Joint 
Income Tax Return; and closed with the following: 


TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Resolved, That the E. Reg. Con. of the N. W. P. petition the 
Chairman and the individual members of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives to advance the Equal 
Rights Amendment H. J. Res. 2, already favorably reported by 
the Sub Committee, immediately, with a favorable report. 


TO THE SENATE 


Resolved, That the E. . Con. of the N. W. P. call upon 
Vice-President Henry A. Wallace, the floor leader, Senator 
Alben W. Barkley, and the minority leader, Senator Charles 
L. MeNary, to secure speedy and favorable action on this 
proposed Rights ‘. 


GRATITUDE TO SENATOR HUGHES 


Resolved, yo sng age the E. Reg. Con. of the N. W. P. 
expresses to Senator Hughes its deep appreciation of his loy- 
alty, and its admiration of his superb contribution to the cause 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. | 


(Continued on Page 53) 
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Joint Returns Requirement Dropped | 


ANNA KELTON WILEY 


The good news of the dropping of the mandatory 
joint income tax, for married couples living together, 
came over the radio at 11 p. m. Wednesday, June 24th. 
The Washington Post of June 25th carried the state- 
ment that “the joint return proviso, recommended by 
1 was eliminated by a Committee vote of 

The House Ways and Means Committee, Republi- 
cans and Democrats, deserve the sincere thanks of the 
country not only for their painstaking labor for six 
months in formulating the most difficult bill in the 
history of the country, but much more because they 
listened to the petitions of a majority of fair-minded 
throughout the country and reversed 
their previous decision to include a mandatory joint 
income tax for married couples living together, in the 
six billion dollar tax bill, which will be reported to the 
House July 13th. | 

On behalf of the National Woman’s Party the fol- 
lowing letter was sent to the Chairman: 

June 29th, 1942. 
THE Hon. Rospert L. DOUGHTON, 
Chairman, Ways and Means Committee, 
House of Representatives. 


Dear Mr. Doughton: 


On behalf of the members of the National Woman’s Party, 
I write to express our thanks to you and your Committee, for 
your action in deleting from the new revenue bill, the manda- 
tory-joint-income-tax provision for married couples living 
to er, by a vote of 16 to 9. 

e had a feeling, all along, that with the fine sense of 

ce animating the members of your Committee, legislating 
or all 4 alike, you could not be unjust to women, who 
form e population of this Nation. 

The trend of the times is toward the liberalization of the 
lives of women. This is a part of evolution. It may be slow 
but it is a definite trend, and it seemed inconceivable that our 
national law makers could deliberately go counter to it. 

We therefore applaud your courage and fairmindedness in 
— the stand you have taken and we feel that what you have 

t done indicates nd resistance to any future pressure, along 

ese lines, from whatever source it may come. 

I take this occasion to remind you of our belief that were 
the Equal Rights amendment now a part of the Federal Consti- 
tution, your Committee would not have been placed under the 
necessity of wasting time and effort resisting this or any sim- 
ilar proposition, based on the old common law concept of women. 

Again thanking you on behalf of the members of my organ- 
ization and the women in other groups affiliated with us, who 
believe as we do, I am, 

yours, 


ANNA KELTON WILEY, 
Chairman, National Woman’s Party. 


The Citizens Information Service Against M. J. I. 
T. R. also sent letters of thanks and appreciation to all 
members of the House Ways and Means Committee. 
This group with headquarters at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City, has the following officers: Judge Dor- 
othy Kenyon and Miss Mary H. Donlon, Joint Chair- 
men; Mrs. Pauline E. Mandigo, Secretary; Agnes C. 
Grant, Treasurer. The Vice-Chairmen are as follows: 
Dr. Minnie L. Maffett, Dallas, Texas; Mrs. Ruth White- 
head Whaley, New York City; Mrs. Thomas F. McAl- 
lister, Grand Rapids; Mrs. John L. Whitehurst, Balti- 
more, Md.; Miss Rose Schneiderman, New York City; 
and Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Washington, D. C. A Na- 
tional Committee of many well-known women is in 
course of formation. Eleven women’s organizations are 
represented by these individuals, containing approxi- 
mately six million women. Millions of men also opposed 
by voice and pen the imposition of this unjust tax 
against women. It was a test of a majority of public 
opinion expressing itself against a measure repugnant 

| (Continued on Page 55) 
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e Women In Civic Life 


Broadcast given recently by Mrs. Edith Hon - Martyn on Station 2 GB 
| From The Standard, Sydney Australia, February 15, 1942. 


AM an English woman who takes an active part in many 

movements for the benefit of women. The object of our 
efforts is to enlarge women’s opportunities for service, to in- 
crease women’s civic and national responsibilities and to 
lighten the burdens of maternity and domestic work. In all 
these directions amazing progress has been achieved in the 
wealth, in the countries all around the world. 


RIGHT OF CITIZENSHIP 


The first step in civic life is to obtain the right of citizenship— 
to be allowed to vote freely for candidates for public bodies— 
Parliaments, Councils, Education, Hospital and other Boards. 
One of the consequences of the ~e 
first world war was to bring 


Those words “and women” conveyed a world of meaning and : 


achievement to tens of thousands of women who had toiled 
and sacrificed and even gone to prison. 1 was some 
thing fitting that women should be where blood, tears, toil 
and sweat” had to be faced, for her most popular role is still 
that of a “ministering * 


What of the British Dominions? Have they followed the 
example of the mother country? Canada has, I believe, two 
women M. P.’s, New Zealand has two, South Africa, I believe, 
none, Australia has no woman in the Federal Parliament and 
only three in two out of six Provincial Parliaments in India. 

Before the Congress Govern- 


the women of the British Com- 
monwealth, of North America, 


nearly 50 women in the 11 Pro- 
vincial Parliaments of India 


ments resigned there were 


most of the Latin countries, 


France, Spain, Italy of Switzer- 
land 3 Europe, South 


America and Japan were, and 


are still, political nonentities, 
and wherever the German mili- 
tary machine ers, women 


‘are pushed back into political 


slavery. There will be much to 
done mp is over 

ressing for vo or women 
in Pthe countries freed from 


German 


tyranny. 
With — should 
knowled and education for 
citi p. The various wo- 
men’s izations have for 
their ental aims the ed- 
ucation of the woman voter in 
the great responsibility of using 
her vote intelligently. So far 

made. 


only a beginning has 


A vast and interesting field of 


pains pangs of outrageous injustice, 
Or take action against our sea of troubles, 
And by sing, end them, To see: 


to sign; 
And by t sign to say you end the unequalities and 


A thousand wrongs that woman is heir to, 
Tis a consummation devoutly to be wish’d. 
Not to see, to sign; ay, there's the rub; 

For in that thing what thoughts may come— 
When we have shuffled out your marble halls— 
Must give us pause; there's the desire 
To not return again. 

For who would bear the agonies 

Of half converted men? 

The power of office, the law’s delay, the war, 
The sweat of weary life, the 

New discovered rights, the ge 

Dread of something being done which 

Forever more will change our State, 

Puzzles your brain and makes you rather 
Choose the laws we have, 

Than sign for others that you know not of. 
Thus tradition does make cowards of you all. 


of R Scandinavia, Ger- : and one in the Federal Parlia- 
‘any, India and China into the ment, ‘Several of India’s 
vo ost on en ve 
with men. Women of 904, OF not te cea: that ts te been called to high office the 


Hon. Mrs. Pandit was Health 
Minister in the V. P. with a 
pulation of néarly 50 mil- 
ons; another woman was Dep- 
uty Speaker in the Central 


Province; another — for 
Education in Bombay, In- 
dian women are more to be 
admired as all these high civic 
responsibilities have been 
achieved against a background 
of illiteracy among women, 


which reaches about 90%. 


UNITED STATES 

In the other great lish- 
peaks democracy, the United 

tes, women are to be found 
in the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, and a woman, 


Frances Perkins, is Minister for 


Labour, and Mrs. Ross is at the 


plored. 


knowledge is waiting to be ex- 


ENGLAND 


The logical development of 
the right to vote is the right 
to be voted for, or in other 
words, eligibility to stand for 
Parliament other public — 


And thus our earnest task for EQUAL RIGHTS head of the Mint. 
Is sicklied o’er with some 
And every right which justice claims her own 
In this regard, her progress is delayed 

And lacks the crown of victory. 


—ELIZABETH HATFIELD SCHNABEL. 
With apologies to Shakespeare. 


k cloud of thought, OTHER COUNTRIES 


Without going into details, it 
is worth noting that in Germany 
before Hitler came to power 
there were more than 30 women 
M. P.'s and one of the Dictator’s 
first acts was to turn them all 


bodies. This privilege is usu- 8 
ally granted very quickly when f 
women become voters and one of the most interesting parlia- 
mentary developments of the 1920’s and the 1930’s was the 
x agp of women in the Parliaments of the countries in 
which women had been enfranchised. British women stood in 
1918 for the first Parliament to be elected after they were 
enfranchised, and one woman was returned, Constance 
Markievicz, an Irishwoman who, being a Sinn Feiner, 
to take her seat. A year later an American woman, Lady 
Astor, was returned and she has held her seat ever since. 
British women are particularly proud of the record, that since 
pag Nee eligible for Parliament the mother of Parliaments 
at Westminster has never been without a woman member. At 
er time there are 13 women M. P.'s, eras all 
of political opinion—Conservative, Liberal, Labour and 
Independent, thus showing that women, like men, have their 
tical differences and affiliations! In every Parliament there 
a select minority of members who form the government, and 
into that supreme body women have been admitted, and one 
woman, Ma Bondfield, became the first woman Cabinet 
Minister hol the portfolio of Labour, and the first woman 
Privy Councillor. At the present time there are two women in 


the British Government, Florence Horsburgh in the Health 


Ministry, and Ellen Wilkinson in the Pensions Ministry. When 
Mr. Churchill became Prime Minister in perhaps the darkest 
hour of our long history, and gave his first broadcast to the 


he spoke of “my Government of men and women.” 


women were returned as members o 


— out. In Russia the Revolution 

gave women full equality, and 

among the members of nu- 

merous Soviets women were always cm a place. In China 

the National Assembly 

and under the brilliant neces of Mrs. Chiang Kai Shek 


made in the humanity of Parliaments, in changing them from 
masculine strongholds into fully representative bodies of both 


men and women. 


COUNCILS AND BOARDS 


of the world sxe, of searcely 
ess 


portance are the City, Municipal and County Councils, 
and the numerous Boards, Committees and Commissions which 
are concerned with Health, Education, Hospitals, Town Plan- 


ning, Parks, Playgrounds, Day Nurseries, Milk and Water 
various schemes for Social Security, 


Supply, Pensions, all the 
especially Maternity. Indeed, even a brief list of these activi- 
ties ests to one’s mind that here evidently is work for 
women. is housekeeping for the town, the city and the 


rural districts. Women are es in spending money wisely— 


many of them perform a weekly miracle in pe for fam- 


ilies on small , inadequate tools and houses 
by men with in ient knowledge of the daily toll. 

What are the facts? In Britain we began to get women on 
Poor Law Boards and Councils about 60 years ago, but after 
1918 tremendous efforts have been made to get an adequate 
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women Councillors, women Aldermen, women Mayors 
ery in the paid — of the Local Government Serv- 
ice. Parliament helped by making 2 appointment 
of at least two women to every Education rd, every Ma- 
ternity and Child Welfare Committee and on other committees 
especially affecting women. There are few, if any Councils in 
Britain without women members. Some have reached the 
highest honour—Miss Bevan became Lord Mayor of Liverpool 
and Mrs. Lowe was elected Chairman of the London County 
Council in its Jubilee year. This is civic work which required 
unremitting attention from the women’s organizations, for 
hardly a year passes without an election of some kind—many 
of the Councils elect a third of their members annually. 


been said “that it is really the local government of a 
1 provides at once the most important foundation of 
its politicak soundness, and also the most important opportu- 


nity for its political education.” Women voters will well 


f to take full advantage of this means of education. Yet 
rege Sydney and the rest of New South Wales the recent 
elections . shown not only the complacent apathy of both 


men and women voters, but the failure of women voters to 


ize the opportunities to put forward women candidates and 
to e cheat triumphantly to the head of the poll. A great 
opportunity has been missed. 
THE COURTS 
Another great branch of civic life is concerned with the 
administration of justice, an indispensable part of our civilized 
system of life. An examination of the prison population of most 
countries would reveal a large preponderance of men, and an 
analysis of the cases coming before the courts would show that 
men who commit crimes and misdemeanors largely outnumber 
women. Women are the law-abiding sex, yet until recently 
they were allowed very little in the administration of 
tice. Now in England a woman law-breaker can be arrested 
4 a policewoman, can be defended by a woman solicitor and 
a woman barrister, can be brought before a bench of magis- 
trates which includes women, can be sent to — governed 
by a staff of women. If the case in which is concerned 
requires N there will be women as well as men on the 
ry. But as yet we have no women jud In the United 
tates there are women judges, but in A I find not onl 


are there no judges, but women J. P.’s do not sit on the 
and there are no women on juries. 


GREATER EQUALITY NEEDED 


The United Associations of Women, on whose behalf I am 
speaking, are very much alive to the need of a greater equality 
between the sexes. They believe that responsibilities that are 
— will benefit not women alone, but the community gen- 
erally. 


All branches of the Civil Services should be open to women 
on equal terms with men. 


All over the world the slowing down of the birth rate has 
drawn attention to the hardships and handicaps suffered b 
millions of young mothers trying to make ends meet on sr 
incomes. Women’s organizations have a special responsibili 


towards all government plans concerning marriage, paren 


There are two special reasons which make the present time 
a great opportunity for women to take a large share in public 
life and civie affairs. The war provides sterner tasks for men 
to do not a regular fighting forces, but in all the 


home defense Women members of Parliament and of 
Council would help to sha the necessary legislation and 
administration to obtain the fullest response from all citizens. 


The second special reason is the need for a much more active 
understanding and defense of democracy and the democratic 
way of life, especially among women, Recently women in Amer- 
ica held a Conference to discuss a programme of work for the 
next hundred years. The greatest stress was laid on full equal- 
ity of citizenship for women, and on the defense of democracy, 
and the view was expressed that “women’s biggest job for the 
next century is to preserve the democracy we have and to 
* this nation a democracy by our increased participation 
in the life of the nation.” This applies to all democratic coun- 


tries. If women continue to be indifferent to the day to day 


workings of the democratic way of life, they weaken the nation 
to which they balers. There is real danger in the continued 
isolation of women from civic life. The most fruitful plan for 
the future e of the world lies in the full co-operation of 
women in organizations—Parliaments, Councils and Boards 
of men and women. 


Women, let us rouse ourselves, let us accept these great 
responsibilities. Let us fit and educate ourselves to be with 


ons. 


the President of the U 


Eastern Regional Conference 


(Continued from page 51) 


GRATITUDE TO SENATOR VAN NUYS 


Resolved, That the E. Reg. Con. of the N. W. P. expresses 
its deep appreciation to Senator Van Nuys and the members 
of the te Judiciary Committee. 


. CALLS UPON THE PRESIDENT 


Resolved, That the E. Reg. Con. of the N. W. P. call upon 
ni States to advise Con in a 

that as a member of the United Nations Council, the 

Uni States has undertaken an obligation to extend freedom 
to all American citizens; and a measure embodying this funda- 
mental principle, the Equal Rights Amendment, is now on the 
Calendar of the Senate and before the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee; and that the immediate advancement of this amendment 


to the states for ratification is a necessary step which brooks 
no delay. 


Alma Harrison Ambrose has served the Equal Rights 
movement for three years as Chairman of this con- 
ference. Under her leadership it has contributed sig- 
nificantly to the growth of the movement in the states 
which have joined it, and to the . of the Amend- 
ment in the Senate and in the House. Ably seconding 
her, has been the secretary, Mrs. Annette L. Jurgens. 
These officers have now been called to state duties and 
a new board was elected consisting of Chairman, Miss 
Dorothy V. Wescott, of Atlantic City; Vice-Chairman, 
Mrs. Sarah Crumb, of Philadelphia; Secretary, Miss 
Elsie Lauer, of Margate, New Jersey; Treasurer, Mrs. 
Louis Levinson, of Middletown, New Jersey. | 

It has not escaped the attention of the Treasurer of 
the N. W. P., that two states, Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania, pledged substantial contributions tothe National 


Campaign Fund at this conference; and a third state, 


Delaware, has already sent a generous contribution. 
Thanks are extended to Mrs. Halsey, Mrs. Schnabel 
and Miss Lockwood for this cooperation, always given 
when most needed. 

Mrs. Elsie Graff, Mrs. May Johnson, Mrs. Crumb, 
Mrs. Laura Anderson and Mrs. Margaret Wood Pat- 
terson spoke on specific aspects of work and policy, 
which rounded out a three-day conference of minds 
and spirits determined to win equal constitutional 
status for women NOW. 175 | 

The last week-end in June, 1948, has been chosen 
for the next Eastern Regional Conference at the Cla- 
ridge Hotel, Atlantic City. Put this date on your cal- 
endar now and plan to come. C. L. B. 


Naval Women's Auxiliary Corps 


The Naval Women's Auxiliary Reserve Bill (H. R. 
6807 amended) passed the Senate July 2nd. This bill 
will release 12,000 men for sea duty. The bill now goes 


‘back to the House for concurrence on a Senate amend- 


ment which provides for more detailed administratio 
of the 3 

The bill introduced by Representative Melvin J. 
Maas (R.) of Minnesota and passed by the House April 
16th has suffered an almost complete change and the 
Senate bill introduced by Senator David Walsh (D.) 
of Massachusetts, Chairman Naval Affairs Committee, 
has been offered as complete substitute. * 

The corps of women once formed will be stationed 
at shore establishments and assigned to communica- 
tions work and domestic duties such as cooking and 
laundry. Communications will be their chief work, as 
the Navy expects to release 1000 officers from this 
service for sea duty. The women in the corps will be 
limited to service in the U. S. Recruiting for officer 
candidates to be trained on the campus of some 
women’s college will begin immediately after the bill 
becomes law. 
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Women—tThe Most Discriminated 
Against Of All Minorities 
June 29, 1942. 


MR. ROBERT Fuoss, 
Mor. Ed., Saturday Evening Post, 
Curtiss Publishing Co., 
Independence Square, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sir: 
I have just finished reading the very able article, 
“The Case for the Minorities,” by Wendell L. Willkie.* 


I enjoyed it very much and felt in complete accord, but 


noticed with some amusement and a great deal of dis- 
couragement, that Mr. Willkie, like all Champions of 
Freedom and Democracy, failed to mention the most 
_ discriminated against of all the minorities or majori- 

ties; namely—-WOMEN OF ALL RACES, CREEDS 
AND COLORS. 


Since the 2nd Century B. C. when, as Professor 
Wigmore points out, Greece conquered E the 
women of the world have experienced a chattel status 


unbroken for two thousand years. Then, thanks to the 


liberalism of the 18th Century when all kinds of chains 
were being broken; i. e. Religious, Industrial, Mental, 
Social and Literary; women began to stir and dream 
themselves into a human status. 


After seventy-two years of struggle (and not until 
twenty-six other countries had enfranchised their 
women), American women gained the right to vote in 
this Democracy of ours. Now the right to vote is the 
only right guaranteed them under the Constitution of 
the United States. All other rights to ownership of 
property, to custody of children, the right to seek 
divorce, to engage in business, to hold office, to manage 
earnings without the machinations of a male guardian, 
to sue and be sued in the courts, the right, in short, to 
call their bodies and clothes thereon their own, are 
state rights and subject to revocation, modification and 


— every time the legislatures of the 48 states 
meet. 


Three minorities of which Mr. Willkie writes so well 


are all guaranteed legal equality under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. That is, the male members 
of the minorities are guaranteed legal equality before 
the law. The females of the minorities, (and the fe- 
males of the majority) are alike in that they pay taxes, 
respond to the nation’s call for service during war 
time, vote, perform all the duties of citizenship, stand 
alone before the Bar of Justice to accept punishment 
for crime and misdemeanors, and still can point to no 
8 in the Constitution granting them equality be- 
ore the law 

True there is no proviso which excludes them from 
sharing in all the guarantees of Liberty and Justice, 
but the courts of the country have held that “women 
are not persons under the meaning of Constitutional 
language.” Resultantly they are subject to every legis- 
lative whim throughout the nation. Thousands of dis- 
criminatory laws remain today. Remnants of the Eng- 
lish Common Law exist in at least eleven of the states, 
and set women aside from man in a different and infe- 
rior legal category; to some degree in all the states. 

It being true, that the female half of humanity is 
still as something less than human, do you 
wonder that women are struck with something between 
sadness and bewilderment to find themselves continu- 
ally left out when liberty is being so freely distributed. 

We, who have borne responsibility, wallowed in priv- 
ilege, paid taxes, assisted in every progressive move- 

| (Continued on Page 55) 7 


Status Of The Amendment 
(Continued from Page 50) 


citizenship in the United States of America. It might grant 
full citizenship within its own boundaries, but that would not 
give to women the protection of the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights. That can be done oe | by a federal amendment, 

If it were men who were denied their birthright of full equal- 
ity in these United States and the protection of the Constitution, 
they would women to rally to their side to remove such 

tations in justice and in fairness to mankind. That is what 
the women of America have a right to ask of the men who are 
their fathers, their husbands, their brothers and their sons 
Are you, as Chairman of one of the great Congressional Com- 
mittees, willing to deny to over 50% of the citizens of the 
United States, the protection of the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights? Or are you, as Chairman of this Committee, ac 
in the interest of democratic principles of government 
making “justice for all” a reality in the United States? 
Yours truly, 


Signed Dr.) WICKLIFFE STACK, 
Chairman, 
School Women's Council. 


Los Angeles, Cal., June 20, 1942. 
HONORABLE HATTON SUMNERS, 


Chairman, House Judiciary Committee, 
U. S. House of Representatives. 


Dear Sir: | 


We are in receipt of a letter from you in which you refer us 
for your opinion to Mrs. Wiley, 8 of National 
Woman's Party. Although we are not a branch of the National 
Woman's P , and although it is an unusual procedure to 
request the opinion of a congressman from someone whom we 


ourselves do not know, we are writing Mrs. Wiley for your 


opinion. 
May we call your attention to the fact that we, too, are 
opposed to er restrictive laws in the United States of 


America. We are, in fact, opposed to the thousand laws existent 
in the forty-eight states in the Union which apply to women 
only, and restrict them in their fight for economic security. 
That is why we ask your ere for an Equal Rights Am 

ment. We want to once and for all do away with the rights of 
states to pass legislation for women only. You see, Mr, Sum- 
mers, the women of America believe in democratic 1 of 
2 and believe that they should apply to all individuals 

pective of race, color, or of sex. 

You say you are opposed to a by the government 
when state legislation can accomplish what is desired. Of course, 
you realize t in the case of the Lucretia Mott Amendment 
no state could possibly pass any legislation that would grant 
to women full citizenship in the United States of America, and 
the protection of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. There 


is nothing in the Constitution that could possibly give any state 


such power. Yes, they might grant lity within their own 
borders, but that would not be equality as a citizen of the 
United States, and neither would it remove the badge of servi- 
tude under which the women of America suffer. 

There is no question in your mind about the power of Con- 
— to ask women to assume every responsibility, every 
urden that is necessary to win a war, to establish democratic 
principles of government throughout the world. The women of 
America have responded, and will continue to respond to the 
desires and demands of Congress, but they ask that same 
Congress that they be classified as persons, and not as “females” 
under the Constitution of the United States of America. This, 
as you know, can be accomplished only by a constitutional 
amendment. We urge you again to reconsider your position, 
and to do all in your power to secure a favorable report on the 
Lucretia Mott Amendment from your Committee that the 


Amendment may be advanced to the floor of Congress. 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) LILA B. CLAxk, President, 
Business Women's Legislative Council. 
(Signed) Atma Dyson, 
Legislative Chairman. 
Future Peace Demands Advancement of Women 


Today the peace of the world, opportunity for children, for 
education, for the arts, all depend on the courage of women to 
withstand for the sake of the race the destruction which comes 
through the dominations of fear and greed. Towards this end, 
and with the cooperation of all fair-minded and generous men, 
women need to secure and to hold positions of advantage and 
strength in government, in business, tn education and in arts. 


JEANNETTE MARKS, 


Former Professor of English Literature and Drama, 
Mount Holyoke College. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


News From Other Organizations 


NEW YORK STATE FEDERATION OF BUSINESS 
AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN 
The following most interesting news has just been 
received * Marguerite J. Fisher, Chairman of 


Legislation of the N. Y. State Business and Profes- 
sional Women's Clubs. 


The N. Y. State Federation of Business and Profes- 
sional Women at its convention in Utica, May 22nd to 
25th, adopted the following resolutions : f 


Appeal to Senate to Vote on Equal Rights Amendment at Once 


Resolved, That we, the N. V. S. F. of B. & P. W., do hereby go 
on record in an appeal to the U. S. Senate to ring the Equal 
Rights Amendment up for a vote at once. | 


Defeat the Mandatory Joint Income Tax Return 


Resolved, That we, the N. X. S. F. of B. & P. W. do hereby go 
ge an appeal to Congress to defeat the manda ry 
j 


oint income tax return plan. 


In addition to these two national resolutions, they 
adopted the following state legislation program: 
I. We reaffirm our support as a state ization of the 


National Federation’s | tive program, on the national 
and state level. 


II. State Legislative Support Program. 


Employment by the State 


A. A constitutional amendment to the N. Y. State Con- 
stitution guaranteeing that employment by the State shall 
be co-extensive with the right to vote, shall be open to all 
citizens, and shall not be denied or abridged on account of 
sex or marital status. This shall apply to all offices, boards, 
commissions, or other public service in the state and its 
political subdivisions of whatever nature or kind. 


Preference to Veterans 


B. Opposition to any further legislation extending pref- 
erence to veterans in Civil Service examinations, on the 
ground that this is contrary to the merit principle. 


Status of Women | 


C. State legislation to remove the magne | 
riers affecting the status of women in New Yor 


Restrictions Against Married Women Teachers 


D. Removal of restrictions against the employment of 
married women teachers. 


The Convention in Utica also voted to make the fol- 
lowing request to the National Federation : 

“We request that National Board of the National Federation, 
at its meeting in Denver in July of this year, to support the 
principle that women physicians be given equal rank in mili- 
tary service with men physicians.” 


Women—The Most Discriminated Against 
(Continued from Page 54) 


ment, stood shoulder to shoulder beside men in every 
revolution, crime, and reform, through war and peace, 
are still excluded from full human status, We do not 
stand as equals before the law of the country that now 
seeks to spread the four freedoms over the round 
globe. Why, may I ask, does not some champion of 
liberty hold out a hand to us? What is to be our status 
in the new world under the new peace? 

As a member of the great submerged half of human- 
ity (if I may humbly apply the term humanity to my- 
self, and to my sisters) I protest an article which does 
not mention women when it asks for toleration and 
22 aed freedom for the subjugated peoples of 


1 bar- 
State. 


Very sincerely, | 
(Signed) ETHEL ERNEST MURRELL. 


*Article referred to above is published in the Saturday 
Evening Post of June 27. | 


Joint Returns Requirements Dropped — 
(Continued from page 51) 


to our American principles of democracy. When the 
measure was explained to enough people, public opinion 
against the measure responded overwhelmingly. Mil- 
lions decided that the issues involved would not only 
do harm to women but to the actual structure of our 
democracy, by substituting justice for injustice, wrong 
for right, in an effort to secure revenue. 

Many interesting comments have been received in. 
this office, as for instance: a 

“This vision, I is one of the most rous 

or the reason that it invades Couey the personal and i 
vidual right to hold property personally and as an individual, 
and enjoy the income therefrom and to pay a tax equitably 
upon the amount of that income. 

“I think that probably the only other IE that could be 
more dangerous to the Democratic individual would be a pro- 


posal to suspend the right of habeas corpus, of course, no real 
American would be for that.” 


“It is a great victory for principle, includin „the maintenance 


of the rights American women have achieved. f 
“I believe the safety valve on this joint tax bill was the fact 
that it was unconstitutional. The wife’s property could not be 
her husband’s on tax day and her own on her death day. 
Taxes illegally taken from wives would have to be refunded 
by order of the courts” 
“The joint tax return is a German idea, first found in the 
Income Tax Law of 1891. Separate returns here! We 
want no German feudal ideas for American women. Would 
Adolf stand for separate returns? He would not!” 
* oint returns are a product of countries where women are 


Why should our government place a mium on celibacy? 
* * * No good American finds fault with the assignment of 
taxes found necessary to win this war, but we do object to legis- 
lation that is constantly sniping away our personal and 
rights no matter under what guise it is offered. : 
“The easiest way is not always the best way. If we are 
* protect our future, let us at least contemplate the 
future ore leaping headlo 
country, us uphold our Cons on, our 
the for which they stand.“ 


“So, all’s well that end’s well,” and here's hoping 
that all those who have so wholeheartedly joined in the 
effort to defeat this unjust attack on the rights of 
married women, will join the National Woman’s P 
in its effort to place in the federal Constitution the 
principle of equality of rights between men and women, 
so that married women will „ in their prope 
in the future, and all women, ill share equally wi 
men the immunities of citizer ! erated in the 14th 
Amendment to protect them in their lives, liberty and 
property, a status they do not enjoy now. 


SEND IN YOUR ORDERS 


The DO YOU KNOW leaflet has been revised and will be pub- 
lished in two editions, one with a membership biank, which can be 


a membership blank, which can be sent to members of 
Congress and to men of political influence who should be informed 
regarding the status of wemen. An important part of our Amend- 


ment campaign Is the distribution of literature. State Branches 
sending in large orders at once may have the leaflets for $6.50 


por 1000 plus postage. Smaller quantities will be priced as fol- 


lows: 5 for $.10, 50 for $.50, 100 for $1, 500 for $4. Send your 
orders to Alma Lutz, Literature Chairman, 144 B Street, Northeast, 
Washington, D. C. 


MONTHLY AWARD FOR NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The award for getting the most new subscriptions to EQUAL 
RIGHTS this month goes to Dr. Jeannette Marks, W 
Champlain, New York. 

Since Jan 1, Dr. Marks has been sendin r 
subscriptions. If every member of the Nati Woman s Party would 
follow her example, we would soon cover the country with our official 
organ. 

Does your library receive EQUAL RIGHTS? 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


ARE AMERICAN WOMEN WEAKLINGS? 


IN OT long ago the press reported a 
retary of Labor Frances Perkins, before 
_ternational Convention of the Patternmakers League 
of North America, in which she stated that women 
were physiologically weak as compared with men, and 
that when women worked in factories every 


sufficient rest periods. 


Such an assumption by the Secreta 
alarmingly old-fashioned. It is unreali 


of Labor is 
ic in the face 


of what women in Great Britain, Russia, and China 


precaul- 
tion must be taken to provide health aids and allow — 


have accomplished in the war. Surely American women 


are not such weaklings that they need to be wrapped © 
in cotton batting. Our mothers and grandmothers were 
not weaklings when they helped open up the wilder- 
ness. 

Once upon a time it was fashionable for women to 


be weak and . to faint and go into a decline. But 
ong ago been discarded for strong, 


that fashion has 
sun-browned girls—swimmers, golfers, cyclists, and 
aviators. A hundred years ago, women wore such 


heavy, bulky clothes, many petticoats, long cumber- 


some skirts, and tight stays that to move was an effort. 


That they were able to carry this clothing and go about 


their household tasks with none of the modern con- 
venience that we have today, and help open up the 
western wilderness was evidence of inherent st 

The years have brought freedom from this burden, 
and women now go about their work unhampered, in 
short skirts, in overalls and slacks. Physiological — 
ness in women been discarded along with smelling 
salts and cumbef me clothes, but it is still a 5 
block for many »vell-meaning theorists. And women . 
theorists stumble even harder than men, as if women. 
oe tr lose something through the acknowledgement of 

e truth. 


The physiological weakness of women has been 3 
a convenient theory on which to pin arguments that it 
has been a hardy perennial through the years and has 
been used as an argu 
step that women have n. It was an important argu- 
ment against the higher 455 of women, against 
women's entering business and the professions, against 
woman suffrage, against good wages for women. That 
it has been disproved time and time again in practice 
and by scientists and physicians seems to make no dif- 
ference. It still has its loyal adherents like Miss 
Perkins. 

In decided contrast to Miss Perkins’ viewpoint is 
that of Dr. C. Charles Burlingame, Psychiatrist in 
Chief of the Neuro-Psychiatric Institute of the Hart- 
ford Retreat, who recently said, “There is nothing 
inherently weak about the —— form and structure 
of woman as compared with man, and wan Sy) 11 
knows that there is nothing inherently weak about her 
intellectual and emotional drives. In the field of our 
immediate necessity, there is probably nothing that a 
woman cannot do equally as well, if not better, than 
man, if she is in a frame of mind to attempt it. Asa 
matter of fact, the emotional drive of a woman ‘is as 
—-? and under stress, more enduring than that 

man.“ 

The important thing then is woman's frame of mind. 
If our leading women and social workers continue to 
picture women as weaning and ente invalids be- 


nt against every progressive | 


woman lawyer of San Francisco, Cal, 


— 


ALVA BELMONT LIBRARY 
Mary Elizabeth Downey, Librarian 


We rig like to emphasize the value of pamphlets, 
speeches, etc., of those men and women who have 
worked for the rights and freedom of women, since 
the movement started. It is our hope to make the col- 
lection of such material as complete as possible. 


Some fine collections of 3 and clippings 
already have been sent, which 

as heartily as books related to the subject. Pamphlets 
and clippings have a great part in the reference service 
of a feminist library. 


Among the notable gifts of the month is twenty dol- 
lars from the Los Angeles School Women’s Council, 
toward the Sue Brobst Memorial -Placque. 


The following suggested list of books or any n 
suitable for the collection will be welcomed: 


Adams, John Quincy, Memoirs; Essay in Defense 7 
the Female Sex; Bebel, Woman Under Socialism; Blake, Wo- 
man’s Place T 4 and Woman's Cul- 
ture; Campbell, „Woman, Church 
and State; Gamble, rotate m of Wo 2 (Life 9 
William d Garrison; G Letters on the 
the 1 igginson, Common — About Women; —, Women 
1 Men; —, Concerning Ali of Us; Ibsen, A Dolls House; 

— Woman and Her Era; Live Woman Su rage 
Def Miller, Woman and the Divine Republic; Phi 
Speeches, Lectures and Letters; Plato, Republic; Reid, A P 
for Woman; Robinson, Massachusetts in the Woman * 
Movement; Schreiner, Story of an 1 Farm; Sha 
Quintessence of I boeniom Stopes, British Freewoman * 

himney Corner; Psychic Factors of Civilization: 
Wheeler, Booklet of Sone 


About the Library from a ene 
“Dear Equal Rights: 


Alva Belmont’ Feminist Library. Tt Snterest Jou 


the Alva Belmont Feminist Lib 
know that late in — year 1884, Stow, a smart 
several 
to Con- 

asking that Congress ‘Appropriate a sum of money to 
build da a onan’ s National Laon and Art Gallery with recep- 
tion rooms, etc., in the city of Washington, D. C.“ 

The idea was so 8 to Congress that the Memorial 
was not even t seems to me that your Woman's 
Party Building with the Alva Belmont Library is that dream 
come true and without the aid of Congress. 


Yours for success, 
(Signed) 


prominent West Coast 1 presen resented a memo 


Letta C. GARDNER. 
Mrs. FRANK D. GARDNER, 2 
State College, Penn. 


Are you paid up? Subscriptions are payable in advance. 


cause they bear children, many of them will believe 

they are so. Weakness and invalidism can be conven- 

ient excuses for inefficiency and lack of responsibility. 

3 our women to be weak or strong as we 
oose 


Women, if they are honest with themselves, know 
they are not weaklings. They have proved this to them- 


‘selves again and again in their own homes, as they 


have helped, spared, and often waited upon husbands, 


fathers, and brothers. No, women have no inherent | 


weakness. They have inherent strength: 


I am convinced that American women do not need 
pampering or special protection, and that they have 
the strength, bravery, and ability to do oo * 


women of Great Britain, China, and Russia have done 


to help save their countries. I suggest that we rule 
weakness out of our thoughts and consider it a * 
otic duty to assume our responsibilities. 


e Library welcomes 
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